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for animating the Christians more vigorously than
he had ever done.

In derision of holy Baptism,—which these good
Fathers had so charitably administered even at the
breach, and in the hottest of the fight,—those
wretches, enemies [49] of the Faith, bethought them-
selves to baptize them with boiling water. Their
bodies were entirely bathed with it, two or three
times, and more, with biting gibes, which accom-
panied these torments. "We baptize thee," said
these wretches, '' to the end that thou mayst be
blessed in Heaven; for without proper Baptism one
cannot be saved." Others added, mocking, "We
treat thee as a friend, since we shall be the cause of
thy greatest happiness up in Heaven; thank us for
so many good offices,—for, the more thou sufferest,
the more thy God will reward thee."

These were Infidel Hurons, former captives of the
Iroquois, and, of old, enemies of the Faith,— who,
having previously had sufficient instruction for their
salvation, impiously abused it,—in reality, for the
glory of the Fathers; but it is much to be feared that
it was also for their own misfortune.

The more these torments were augmented, the
more the Fathers entreated God that their sins should
not be the cause of the reprobation of these poor blind
ones, whom they pardoned with all their heart. It
is surely now that they say in repose, Transivimus
[50] per ignem et aquam; et eduxisti nos in refrigerium,

When they were fastened to the post where they
suffered these torments, and where they were to die,
they knelt down, they embraced it with joy, and
kissed it piously as the object of their desires and
their love, and as a sure and final pledge of their


